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Case summary 
The O.J Simpson case is one of the murder cases that have stood out in the history of the United States justice system. The former football player was arraigned in court for the allegations of murdering both his ex-wife Nicole Brown and Ronald Goldman who was her friend on June 12, 1994. The two victims were found dead outside the wife’s house with various stab wounds. Simpson was informed about the charges against and promised to surrender to the police on June 17. The former player decided to flee instead of surrendering to the police which resulted in a famous police chase. His friend talked to the police reporting that he was holding a gun on his head and requesting to see his mother. He was later arrested and taken to police custody and arraigned in court on July 22, 1994, where he pleaded not guilty to the murder charges. On January 24, 1995, Simpson’s trial began. The prosecution considered the domestic violence cases that led to his divorce a motive to commit the murders. 
The prosecution presented a wide range of evidence. They presented a phone call made to 911 by Simpson’s ex-wife reporting a case of domestic violence. Hair that matched Simpson’s was found at the murder scene with some found on the shirt of Ron Goldman. There was also blood evidence the same type with Simpson considering that Simpson was found with some fresh cuts the next day after the murders. There was a left glove found in the murder residence as well as Simpson’s residence (Schuetz, & Lilley, (Eds.). 2014).
Simpson was represented by a group of attorneys nicknamed "Dream Time" led by Johnnie Cochran. The team established its defense based on the evidence presented in court. The leather glove presented at the court could not fit his hand as it was too small. This led to the argument that the glove was not his. The defense also argued that the police were racist had planted most of the evidence used in Simpson's trial including the glove. The trial was aired by most of the TV broadcasters who also collected public opinion on the case. The opinion on his guilty is said to have been largely divided on a racial basis between the white Americans and African Americans. Millions of polls were collected with most African Americans believing he’s not guilty while the white Americans believed in his guilt. The trial lasted for over eight months and on October 3, 1995, the court found O.J Simpson not guilty of the two murders. The verdict also led to racially divided polls from the public regarding the acquittal with most African Americans supporting the decision while the white Americans were horrified by the decision. The verdict was considered a win in a legal system that highly discriminated the African Americans.
Eligible for parole
Various significant factors determine whether an offender is eligible for parole or not. These factors could apply in O.J Simpson’s murder case if at all he was found guilty of murdering the two victims. One of the major factors in determining eligibility to parole is the nature and severity of the crime. Simpson was accused of first-degree murder which included stabbing to death of his ex-wife Nicole Brown and her friend Ronald Goldman. First-degree murder is considered one of the violent crimes which are not eligible for parole. The crime, in this case, is a severe one hence could not be eligible for parole. The parole board is also supposed to consider the person’s history of crime to determine if they are eligible for crime (Proctor, 2018). 
 The evidence presented in the courtroom included a 9-1-1 call from his ex-wife reporting a case of domestic violence. There were many other cases of divorce reported by his ex-wife before and after their divorce. The prosecution considered it as a motive to commit the murders. These cases could prevent Simpson from being eligible for parole considering his marital status was divorced at the time of the trial. The parole board can however decide based on the threat the individual poses to public safety. Simpson was a public figure with millions of fans around the world. The millions of people watching as the police him and the millions of public polls supporting his acquittal show that he had positive input to the society. The nature of the crime and the previous cases of domestic violence make the case however ineligible for parole. The murders were severe and the evidence of domestic violence also presented the accused as a violent person. 
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